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If you are not feeling well, have a 
fever, cough or are otherwise 
unwell, DO NOT use the Archery 
range.  Contact your healthcare 
provider.

All persons at the range MUST 
maintain a minimum of 6 feet 
between persons-  Social 
Distancing at all times.

Groups and Gatherings are 
PROHIBITED.

No equipment sharing.  Pull your 
OWN arrows.  Do not share bows.

Face masks are strongly urged.  
You should have a mask on your 
person ready to use.

All picnic tables are CLOSED and 
OFF LIMITS for use.

Follow all guidelines and 
recommendations from the CDC, 
State and county health officials.

Range News by the editors
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Range Safety On Oct. 5 a member had an encounter with a mountain lion that 
followed him to the road.  The lion left when cars approached it 
and honked their horns.  Effective Oct 6 there will be no solo 
archers allowed on the Red or White ranges.  The Red and White 
ranges are opened, provided your group carries a loud noise 
maker that will not be a hazard to the range (airhorn).  Air-horns 
are available to borrow.  Ask the range monitor, or show them 
the one you will be carrying. .

The Red and White ranges were closed due to a mountain lion 
encounter on the White Range on Monday August 17.  The 100 yd 
range was open only if there is more than 1 person using the 
range.   Due to the nature of the encounter, which occurred with 
a group of people during the day, the walking ranges had been 
closed pending a guidance from California Dept Fish and Wildlife. 
This was the second human-mountain lion encounter on the range 
since the beginning of August.   Security camera footage from 
June and July show a single individual in the practice range and a 
pair, probably and adult and juvenile, heading up the road toward 
the white range.   

On Monday August 3 a member shooting alone encountered a 
single lion observing him from (his estimate) 20 ft away.  As he 
backed away he glanced back to check his footing.  When he 
looked up the lion had gone.

Archers should exercise caution while using the walking ranges.  
Be vigilant and observant, not just concentrating on the target 
while you walk between targets.  Make noise and be obvious.  
Look behind you in case you are being followed.  If you are 
shooting with small children, keep them together and watch for 
kids that might trail behind or run ahead.   
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Range News (continued)

If you encounter a mountain lion do not run.  Studies of mountain lions  
have shown that only  weak lions kill young or weak deer.  Healthy lions 
kill whichever deer they want.  It is unlikely that you will outrun or 
elude a mountain lion that can chase down and kill a healthy adult mule 
deer.  Gather your group together and look as big as you can.  Talk 
calmly while backing away.  Turn and walk away when you think it 
might be safe, keeping an eye out behind you.

Mountain lions are a protected species in California.  Using lethal force 
on one should be a last resort.  Even though you will be carrying a bow, 
shooting a mountain lion with a field point or even a broadhead (which 
are not allowed on the range) would not kill it immediately, and we 
would go from having a mountain lion on the range to having an 
unhappy wounded mountain lion on the range.  Non-lethal measures like 
firecrackers, fireworks or flares are a fire hazard in our fire-prone 
environment.

If you elect to carry bear spray get a holster and a couple practice 
canisters and practice while wearing your normal archery equipment.  
The whole quick draw and spray thing can be confusing unless your 
practice beforehand.  Counter Assault 
(https://www.counterassault.com/),  UDAP (https://www.udap.com/) and 
Frontier (https://www.sabrered.com/bear-and-dog-sprays) sell a 
variety of sprays, holsters and inert practice canisters.  The practice 
canister and the active canister should be from the same company.  I 
haven’t been able to check this, but I think the triggers and safeties 
might be different on the different brands. 

 If you are attacked, fight back, do not play dead.  There are a number 
of stories where fighting back caused the lion to change its mind. 

Californians are having to learn to live with large predators, even in 
suburban green space environments.  It might be a little scary, but it 
does keep life interesting.

More information on mountain lions can be found at the California Dept 
Fish and Wildlife website:  Keep Me Wild: Mountain Lion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4FbHzeCJjM

 

SFA Board Members 
2020

President: Charley Sturtevant
president@sfarchers.org

Vice President: Jonathan 
Johnson
vp@sfarchers.org

Secretary: Amber Adams
secretary@sfarchers.org

Treasurer: Pat Heimsoth
treasurer@sfarchers.org

VP Hunting: Jim Long 
Jimbow1135@yahoo.com

Publications Editors: Jenny 
Feix
jennymf@sbcglobal.net &
Andy Yun
AndersenJYun@gmail.com

Scorekeeper: Linda Lafond
llafond2@aol.com

Membership Coordinator: Lori 
Talo fognesslt@yahoo.com

Board Member: Mike Lew
pookar2@gmail.com

Board Member: Matt Farley
rastakumalove@gmail.com

Board Member: Jim Volker
jvolker@gmail.com

Board Member: Pat Martin
sailingop@gmail.com
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Events at SFA 2020

Monitor Training 
On going.  Please E-mail 
membership@sfarchers.org to 
sign up.  We always need 
monitors!

Work Party
Oct 10, Nov 7 Dates might 
change!  E-mail 
president@sfarchers.org or 
Jimbow1135@yahoo.com to 
sign up

Hunter Safety
Courses may be remote now.

JOAD Program
Canceled until further notice

Local Shoots

As with everything else, 
shoots are in transition, 
some being canceled, 
while some may be 
postponed.  

For an up to date listing, 
see

http://www.cbhsaa.net/Eve
ntCalendar

Range News, continued

Work parties are back!  Dates are as before, the Saturday 

following the 1st Sunday of the month.  This is usually, but not 

always, the 2nd Saturday of the Month.  Contact Charley 

Sturtevant, president@sfarchers.org, or Jim Long, 

Jimbow1135@yahoo.com for details and times.  Lunch will be 

provided.  If you cannot make the work parties and you need an 

assignment to fulfill your SF Archers membership obligation, 

contact Charley or Jim for an assignment to be completed on 

your available time.

Or, you can sign up to be a Range Monitor, which also 

counts toward your work hours as a volunteer.  Contact Lori 

Talo, membership@sfarchers.org, for training details and how 

to get to the sign-up page.  You may have noticed that we 

don’t always have coverage for the range to remain open.  It 

can only be open if we have monitors present which was our 

agreement with San Mateo county.  No monitors and the range 

has to close.  If you are a member with some time available 

during the day, please consider becoming a range monitor.  The 

archery range has become a welcome recreational alternative 

to many Bay Area residents.  Please help if you can.

The SFA elections for board positions in 2021 are coming up.  

Nominations are now open for all board positons.  The sign-up 

board is posted at the range.  

The Board would like to thank all the members who have 

helped keep the range open by volunteering to be monitors, 

and the members and guests who have been complying with our 

Covid 19 rules.  Rule compliance helps us stay open!  Thank-you 

for the generous donation of your time and your thoughtful 

consideration!!
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Its 2021 Nominations and Election Time By Lori Talo

Boy the years sure are going by quickly. It's that time of year when we start taking nominations for 
Board Members and Executive Board offices. Elections will take place in October. The nomination 
board is up on the front of the Club House. Start deciding what position you would like to run for 
or start talking other people into running! We have a lot of many talented club members that have 
a lot of great ideas, it would be GREAT to see some new faces on the Board. It's a great way to 
help out your Club. The Nomination Board will close on Saturday, October 10, which also happens 
to be a Work Party. The Executive Board consists of President, Vice President, 2nd VP of Hunting, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Range Captain, Score Keeper, Membership, Publications Officer, and six (6) 
Board Members.
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Home on the Range
The Hunter’s Best Frenemy by Andy Yun

 
 

This little sparrow-size bird is a dark-eyed junco.  Anyone who use the range is familiar with it, but you may 
not have noticed it.  It’s very common in the “feeder” area near the bridge.  If you’re a hunter, he and the 
rest of his flock could be your best friend or your worst enemy.  Dark eyed juncos are ground feeders and are 
constantly on the lookout for threats from the ground and the air. When anything approaches them, the whole 
flock flies to safety sounding off with their alarm call.  According to bird language people, every other animal 
also knows the alarm call of the dark eyed junco.  This causes a chain reaction of alarm, with nearby  birds and 
squirrels sounding off with their own alarms.  Prey species will either be on high alert or simply walk quietly 
off away from the source of alarm.  Sounds like BS, you say?  Read more about it here: 
https://ca.audubon.org/news/how-learn-bird-language and make up your own mind.  Learn about the dark-eyed 
junco here:  https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Dark-eyed_Junco/id.  Listen to its alarm call and its song.  At 
the very least, it’s a chance to use your binoculars for something other than looking for that flyer arrow on the 
target.

Speaking of binoculars, the big box hunting and fishing places like Bass Pro/Cabelas and Sportsmans 
Warehouse are having their hunting sales which usually includes binoculars.  If you are thinking about 
upgrading, now might a good time to do it.  Check out a couple of online reviews and tutorials before you head 
off to the store or send them your money.
A number of tutorials for evaluating binoculars can be found here 
https://www.optics4birding.com/introduction.aspx
Reviews can be found here:  https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/the-best-binoculars/ and here:  
https://www.audubon.org/gear/binocular-guide
It’s kind of a golden age for optics right now, with $500.00 binoculars being as good as the +$1000.00 models of 
10 years ago, and models costing $200.00 to $400.00 being almost as good as the $500.00 models.  These are 
still not as good as the top end models, which now are approaching $3000.00.  The top models are still 
noticeably better, but in a side by side comparison that difference might not matter to you, especially if 
you’re looking at a $1000.00 to $2,000.00 price difference.  Over the years my wife and I have discovered that 
binoculars really do enhance your outdoor experience.  Taking friends out who don’t normally carry them has 
very often opened new doors.  Distant dull gray birds become brightly colored warblers, a group of dots on a 
hillside turn into grazing elk, or black humps on the ocean become a school of whales.  Close focusing 
binoculars bring butterfly colors alive.  This is one thing you will probably not regret spending money on.  Just 
be sure you get them back.  We had one pair that eventually went on safari to Africa.  Still haven’t got them 
back.
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Hunting Report by Andy Yun

Your hunting season just got more complicated.  Check the Fish and Wildlife website homepage.  Scroll down 
to “Newsfeed”.  Almost all public lands in California were closed in September due to fires.  It it an on-going 
situation as long as fire season is with us.  If forests are open, check out the latest fire maps before you go: 
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/ 

You can hunt year around in California, but for me the official beginning of the hunting season is the opening 
of the A-zone archery deer season, usually the 2nd weekend in July.  Archery deer season for the A zone and 
most of the northern part of the state ended Sept 6.  Southern zones start later, D11 and D13-19 started 
September 5, continuing through September 27, and zone D12 runs Oct 3 through Oct 25.  Check your tag and 
refer to the Fish and Wildlife website to be sure. 

Small game season kicked off July 1 (July 1 2020-Jan 31 2021) with the opening of rabbit season throughout 
the state.  Archery and falconry tree squirrel season started August 1, with the general season opening Sept 
12.  Archery quail, chukar, and sooty/blue grouse season started August 15, extending through September 4. 
General seasons vary, with a lot of them starting Sept 12, so check the fish and Wildlife website before your 
hunt.  This means if you are bow hunting, take a blunt and be prepared to possibly take some small game.  
(Who hunts squirrels or birds with a bow?  If you know someone, we would like to interview them for the 
newsletter!).

A big day for many hunters was the dove season opener on Sept. 1.  Dove season is Sept 1 – 15 and Nov. 14 – 
Dec 28.  

Application for elk SHARE hunts closed July 24, but some deer, bear, quail and dove hunt applications are still 
available.  Pig hunts will become available in the future.  Go to the CDFW website to check it out. 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Hunting/SHARE#51518483-general-hunts

California Waterfowl association also conducts draws for a variety of hunts, not just waterfowl.  Visit the 
California Waterfowl homepage for more information.  They have also opened up the Grizzly Island facility to 
some first come-first serve hunts.   Check it out on their website:  
https://www.calwaterfowl.org/hunt-program/

Don’t forget to buy your Federal Duck Stamp!  The Federal Duck Stamp is required for all hunters hunting 
migratory waterfowl in every state.  If you’re not a hunter, the Federal Duck stamp is your pass to a National 
Wildlife refuge fee area.  There are all kinds of duck stamps on the Postal Service web page, but get the 2020 
whistling duck stamp for $25.00.  These can also be purchased through the California Waterfowl Association.  
The local duck season opener is Oct 24.  Avoid the junior duck stamps, as these are not required for hunting.  
Your duck stamp must be signed across the front of the stamp and carried with you when you hunt, but does 
not need to be attached to your licence, since many hunters hunt waterfowl in multiple states.
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Hunting Report, continued
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The Fall turkey hunting season begins Nov. 14 running through Dec. 13.  The season limit is 2 turkeys of either 
sex.

Some bad news about the California deer herds.  Read about it here:  
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2020/08/03/disease-outbreak-strikes-california-deer-herds/

Steve Rinella tries to answer the question “Why do we hunt?” in his documentary Stars in the Sky, A Hunting 
Story.  Now on playing on Netflix.  It has a good explanation of the Pittman-Robertson Act, which helps to 
support the Federal and State wildlife areas.  This not only helps waterfowl, but every species that depend on 
wetland environments.   You can also read about here:  
https://www.outsideonline.com/2272456/ducks-thank-hunter


